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NOTIFICATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL OPTIONS AND PROCESS AND 
REQUEST FOR APPEAL

Applicant: File Number: Date:
Attached is: See Section below

INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Permit or Letter of permission) A
PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Permit or Letter of permission) B
PERMIT DENIAL C
APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION D
PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION E

SECTION I - The following identifies your rights and options regarding an administrative appeal of the above 
decision.  Additional information may be found at
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits/appeals.aspx or Corps 
regulations at 33 CFR Part 331.
A:  INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT:  You may accept or object to the permit.

ACCEPT:  If you received a Standard Permit, you may sign the permit document and return it to the district engineer for
final authorization.  If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized.
Your signature on the Standard Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit in its entirety, and
waive all rights to appeal the permit, including its terms and conditions, and approved jurisdictional determinations
associated with the permit.

OBJECT:  If you object to the permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein, you may request
that the permit be modified accordingly. You must complete Section II of this form and return the form to the district
engineer.  Your objections must be received by the district engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice, or you will
forfeit your right to appeal the permit in the future.  Upon receipt of your letter, the district engineer will evaluate your
objections and may: (a) modify the permit to address all of your concerns, (b) modify the permit to address some of your
objections, or (c) not modify the permit having determined that the permit should be issued as previously written.  After
evaluating your objections, the district engineer will send you a proffered permit for your reconsideration, as indicated in
Section B below.

B:  PROFFERED PERMIT: You may accept or appeal the permit

ACCEPT:  If you received a Standard Permit, you may sign the permit document and return it to the district engineer for
final authorization.  If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized.
Your signature on the Standard Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit in its entirety, and
waive all rights to appeal the permit, including its terms and conditions, and approved jurisdictional determinations
associated with the permit.

APPEAL:  If you choose to decline the proffered permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein,
you may appeal the declined permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process by completing Section II
of this form and sending the form to the division engineer.  This form must be received by the division engineer within 60
days of the date of this notice.

C:  PERMIT DENIAL: You may appeal the denial of a permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative 
Appeal Process by completing Section II of this form and sending the form to the division engineer.  This form 
must be received by the division engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice.

D:  APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION:  You may accept or appeal the approved JD or 
provide new information.

ACCEPT:  You do not need to notify the Corps to accept an approved JD.  Failure to notify the Corps within 60 days of the
date of this notice, means that you accept the approved JD in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the approved JD.

APPEAL:  If you disagree with the approved JD, you may appeal the approved JD under the Corps of Engineers
Administrative Appeal Process by completing Section II of this form and sending the form to the division engineer.  This
form must be received by the division engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice.

E:  PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION:  You do not need to respond to the Corps 
regarding the preliminary JD.  The Preliminary JD is not appealable.  If you wish, you may request an 
approved JD (which may be appealed), by contacting the Corps district for further instruction.  Also you may 
provide new information for further consideration by the Corps to reevaluate the JD.

2/26/2019CSRS, Inc. MVN-2013-03029-1-SY

✔



SECTION II - REQUEST FOR APPEAL or OBJECTIONS TO AN INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT
REASONS FOR APPEAL OR OBJECTIONS: (Describe your reasons for appealing the decision or your objections 
to an initial proffered permit in clear concise statements.  You may attach additional information to this form to clarify 
where your reasons or objections are addressed in the administrative record.)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The appeal is limited to a review of the administrative record, the Corps memorandum for 
the record of the appeal conference or meeting, and any supplemental information that the review officer has determined 
is needed to clarify the administrative record.  Neither the appellant nor the Corps may add new information or analyses 
to the record.  However, you may provide additional information to clarify the location of information that is already in the 
administrative record.
POINT OF CONTACT FOR QUESTIONS OR INFORMATION:
If you have questions regarding this decision and/or the appeal 
process you may contact:

Chief, Surveillance & Enforcement Section
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
7
New Orleans, LA 701
504-862-

If you only have questions regarding the appeal process you may 
also contact:  

Administrative Appeals Review Officer
Mississippi Valley Division
P.O. Box 80 (1400 Walnut Street)
Vicksburg, MS 39181-0080
601-634-5820 FAX: 601-634-5816

RIGHT OF ENTRY:  Your signature below grants the right of entry to Corps of Engineers personnel, and any 
government consultants, to conduct investigations of the project site during the course of the appeal process.  You will 
be provided a 15 day notice of any site investigation, and will have the opportunity to participate in all site investigations.

_________________________________________
Signature of appellant or agent.

Date: Telephone number:

MVD version revised  1 , 201
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1.0 Introduction 

This report summarizes the wetland delineation completed by Delta Resource Management, LLC (DRM) 

for PriceCo, L.C. (PriceCo).  On November 22 and 25, 2013, DRM conducted a wetland inspection and 

delineation on the tract.  An initial wetland delineation to support a jurisdictional determination (JD) was 

performed on the tract in 2002 by D.R. Sanders and Associates, Inc. (Appendix A).  A subsequent JD was 

issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), New Orleans District (CEMVN) on February 28, 

2002 (MVN-20-020-0508) and is contained in Appendix B.  DRM was contracted by PriceCo to obtain a 

current JD for the tract.  DRM contacted Mr. Dana Sanders, Sr. and obtained the 2002 wetland delineation 

report and the AutoCAD file containing the 2002 sample points and wetland/non-wetland boundaries for 

the tract.  The data contained in the 2002 report is incorporated herein and referenced in this report.  DRM 

conducted field work to update/revise the wetland delineation and request a JD renewal from CEMVN.   

The tract is located in the southwest portion of Gonzales, Ascension Parish, Louisiana, approximately 0.2 

miles south of the intersection of LA 44 and LA 30 (Location Map).  The site is immediately adjacent and 

west of LA 44, and located generally north of I-10, east of Roth Avenue and south of LA 30.  The enclosed 

Project Site Map displays the location of the tract and on a portion of a 2013 aerial with 2-ft Lidar contours.  

Jurisdictional wetlands are defined as “areas that are inundated or saturated at a frequency and duration 

sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically 

adapted for life in saturated soil conditions” (40CFR 230.3).  Three mandatory technical criteria for 

determining the presence of a wetland are (1) hydric soils, (2) hydrophytic vegetation, and (3) wetland 

hydrology.  Potential jurisdictional wetlands as outlined by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

Field Guide for Wetland Delineations (1987) are referred to as “wetlands” throughout this report.  Deep-

water aquatic habitats are “areas that are permanently inundated at mean annual water depths greater than 

6.6 feet, or permanently inundated areas less than or equal to 6.6 feet in depth that do not support rooted-

emergent or woody plant species” (Environmental Laboratory. 1987.  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Wetlands Delineation Manual, Technical Report Y-87-1, U.S. Army Engineer Waterways Experiment 

Station, Vicksburg, MS).  Any area that meets these criteria is commonly classified as “Other Waters of the 

United States”, referred to as “Other Waters” throughout this report. 

The wetland delineation tasks involve identifying and mapping potential wetland and Other Waters 

locations within the property limits in accordance with the USACE 1987 Wetland Delineation Manual 

(WTI 1991), and quantifying the aerial extent of wetlands and Other Waters.  This wetland delineation 
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report documents the efforts and results of the wetland delineation providing a professional opinion of the 

location of wetlands and other jurisdictional waters present within the property boundaries.   

2.0 Methodology 

DRM conducted the wetland delineation in accordance with the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetland 

Delineation Manual.  Following the three-parameter approach to wetland delineations per the 1987 Corps 

of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual, a site must contain hydric soils, wetland hydrology, and a 

dominance of hydrophytic vegetation in order to be considered a wetland.  DRM performed a modified 

onsite routine survey of the property, utilizing data/sample points collected in 2002 by Mr. Sanders backed 

by DRM current observations of onsite wetland conditions.  DRM placed east-west transects, across the 

water gradient.  The transects were generally oriented to revisit the six (6) prior sample points collected by 

Mr. Sanders in 2002.  DRM visited the 6 prior sample sites and collected data confirming vegetation, soils, 

and hydrology.  DRM also collected a new sample point on the USACE Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain 

Region Wetland Delineation Data Form and photographs (see Appendix C) within potential non-wetland 

bottomland hardwood (BLH) habitat previously classified as wetland BLH by Mr. Sanders.  The historical 

data forms along with DRM’s 2013 data form and summary data on page 3 contain sufficient information 

regarding the presence or absence of hydric soils, hydrophytic vegetation, and wetland hydrology, to update 

wetland boundaries based on current conditions.   

3.0 Field Data Summary 

The following sub-sections characterize the project site and describe the results of the investigation.  Section 

3.1 outlines the site conditions and onsite and adjacent land use while Section 3.2 describes the data 

collected.  Section 3.3 describes the observed soils while Section 3.4 describes the plant communities and 

the representative species observed within wetland and non-wetland areas.  Section 3.5 presents the 

observed hydrology and connection to Other Waters offsite. 

3.1 Characterization of the Project Site 

The tract is located in Ascension Parish, Louisiana.  Annual precipitation for the area is about 60-62 inches.  

An average of over 4 inches falls in every month except October.  The wettest month is July averaging 

approximately seven inches of rainfall, with October being the driest month.  Elevations are fairly flat 

ranging from just above 8 ft. in the central eastern and western portions of the site to elevations below 6 ft. 

in the improved drain in the southwest portion of the site.  The improved drain is a tributary to Boyle Bayou 

and conveys water from west to east and then offsite to the south.  Perimeter drainage ditches are located 
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along the eastern boundary of the tract (west side of LA 44) and along the west boundary of the tract.  The 

drainage ditch along LA 44 likely conveys water from the eastern portion of the tract north to the North 

Fork of Boyle Bayou.  The ditch along the west boundary conveys water north to the unnamed tributary to 

Boyle Bayou bisecting the tract.   

The eastern third of the tract has historically been comprised of a home site and associated pasture habitat.  

There is no longer a home site but the pasture/old field habitat still remains.  The western two-thirds of the 

tract is timberland.  The tract was last timbered in 2001.  The prior delineation was performed in January 

2002, post-logging and outside of the growing season.  The adjacent land uses are timberland and 

pastureland along the north boundary, LA 44 along the east boundary, mixed commercial use and 

timberland along the south boundary, and pastureland/mixed residential along the west boundary.   

3.2 Data Plots 

The locations of the 2002 data plots and 2013 data plot are depicted in the enclosed Wetland Data/Habitat 

Map.  DRM collected an additional new data plot (DRM P1) in potential non-wetland BLH habitat formerly 

mapped as non-wetland by Mr. Sanders in 2002.  The table below summarizes DRM’s 2013 observations 

and data from the vicinity of the 6 data points collected by Mr. Sanders in 2012 and DRM P1.  Please refer 

to the data forms in Appendix A and C for detailed information on the vegetation, hydrology and hydric 

soil indicators observed or deficient for each sample type.   

Data 

Point 

Soils Dominant Vegetation Hydrology Indicators Determination 

P1 8-16” clay loam 
10YR 4/2 
10YR 4/3 mottles (~50%) 

Live oak, water oak, sweetgum, boxelder, 
sugarberry, common privet, tallow, swamp 
dogwood, elderberry, Japanese honeysuckle, 
dewberry 

No surface water, no water 
marks or stained leaves, >16” 
to free water and saturated soil 
– area appears well drained

Non-wetland 

P2 6-16” clay 
10YR 3/1  
10YR 5/4 mottles (10-15%) 

Am elm, red maple, water oak, green ash, 
sweetgum, swamp dogwood, palmetto, dayflower 

Water marks and soil 
saturation in upper 12 inches. 

Wetland 

P3 10-16” clay loam 
10YR 4/3 
10YR 5/6 mottles (10%) 

Sugarberry, winged elm, blue beech (hornbeam), 
water oak, common privet, tallow, Japanese 
honeysuckle, palmetto, dewberry, Jap climbing 
fern, mock strawberry 

No surface water, no water 
marks or stained leaves, >16” 
to free water and saturated soil 

Non-wetland 

P4 9-16” clay 
10YR 4/1 
2.5Y 5/5 & 5/6 (5-10%) 

Sugarberry, sweetgum, green ash, red maple, 
boxelder, palmetto, Carex sp., trumpet creeper, 
poison ivy, dayflower  

Water marks and soil 
saturation in upper 12 inches. 

Wetland 

P5 8-16” clay 
10YR 3/2 
2.5 Y 5/5mottles (10-15%) 

Water oak, green ash, red maple, swamp 
dogwood, red bay, tallow, palmetto, Carex sp, 
dayflower 

Water marks and soil 
saturation in upper 12 inches 

Wetland 

P6 6-16” clay 
10YR 4/1 
2.5Y 5/5 & 5/6 (5-10%) 

Sweetgum,  honey locust, Am elm, red maple, 
deciduous holly, tallow, palmetto, trumpet 
creeper, Carex sp. 

Water marks and soil 
saturation in upper 12 inches 

Wetland 

DRM 
P1 

10-16” clay 
10YR 3/2 
5Y 4/3mottles (20%) 

Sugarberry, Am elm, winged elm, water oak, 
tallow, sweet pecan, boxelder, blue beech, 
common privet, palmetto, elderberry, mock 
strawberry, dewberry, Jap climbing fern, Jap 
honeysuckle 

No surface water, water marks 
only in scattered depressions, 
no water-stained leaves, >16” 
to free water and saturated soil,  

Non-wetland 
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3.3 Observed Soils 

The Ascension Parish soil survey (see enclosed NRCS Soils Map) has three soil types mapped within the 

tracts – Jeanerette silt loam (Je), Acy silt loam (Ac) and Essen silt loam (Es).  All three soil types are 

potential non-hydric soils not listed on either the Louisiana or National Hydric Soils lists.  Several soil 

test borings observed hydric soils on portions of the site that do not match the three mapped soils types 

and are likely hydric inclusions.  Within the potential wetland areas, soil colors at 10-16 inches varied 

from a generally dark gray 10YR 4/1 to very dark gray 10YR3/1 with few fine distinct mottles.  Within 

potential non-wetland areas, soil colors at 10-16 inches were generally a dark grayish brown 10YR 4/2 

with common medium indistinct 10YR 4/3 mottles to a very dark grayish brown 10YR 3/2 with few 

medium indistinct 2.5Y 4/3 mottles.   

3.4 Existing Plant Communities 

Within the non-wetland BLH areas, dominant trees include sugarberry (Celtis laevigata), boxelder (Acer 

negundo), American elm (Ulmus americana), winged elm (Ulmus alata), water oak (Quercus nigra), 

sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), sweet pecan (Carya illinoensis) and American sycamore (Platanus 

occidentalis).  Dominant saplings/shrubs include common privet (Ligustrum sinense), palmetto (Sabal 

minor), Chinese tallow (Sapium sebiferum), winged elm, blue beech (Carpinus caroliniana), sugarberry, 

boxelder, swamp dogwood (Cornus drummondii), and elderberry (Sambucus canadensis).  Live oak 

(Quercus virginiana), trifoliate orange (Poncirus trifoliata), red mulberry (Morus rubra), and European 

privet (Ligustrum vulgare) are also present in some of the tract’s non-wetland BLH areas.  Woody vines 

include Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica) and poison ivy (Toxicodendron radicans).  The 

herbaceous layer in non-wetland BLH areas is dominated by dewberry (Rubus trivialis), mock strawberry 

(Potentilla indica) and Japanese climbing fern (Lygodium japonicum).   

Within the non-wetland pasture areas, dominant herbaceous species include vasey grass (Paspalum 

urvellii), dallisgrass (Paspalum dilatatum) giant ragweed (Ambrosia trifida), thistle (Sonchus sp), blue 

vervain (Verbena hastata), vetch (Vicia spp), Geranium spp, and curly dock (Rumex spp).  Woody vines 

include Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica), dewberry (Rubus trivialis) and Japanese climbing 

fern.  Scattered trees and shrubs include live oak, water oak, sweetgum, tallow and sugarberry. 

Within the wetland BLH areas, the dominant trees include American elm, water oak, green ash (Fraxinus 

pennsylvanica), Chinese tallow, honey locust (Gleditsia triacanthos), sugarberry, red maple (Acer rubrum 
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var. drummondii) and sweetgum.  Dominant saplings/shrubs include red maple, green ash, swamp 

dogwood, water oak, palmetto, deciduous holly (Ilex decidua), and red bay (Persea borbonia).  Woody 

species such as winged elm, sweet pecan, and common privet are not dominant in wetland areas.  Other 

dominant species include trumpet creeper (Campsis radicans), dayflower (Commelina sp.) and various 

sedges (Carex sp.).   

3.5 Observed Hydrology and Likely Connection to Adjacent Wetlands/Other Waters 

The unnamed improved drain that bisects the southwest portion of the tract is the most direct connection 

between onsite wetlands and Boyle Bayou (nearest major relatively permanent waterway (RPW) and 

drainage feature in the area).  The drains connects with Boyle Bayou (approximately 0.5 miles southeast of 

the site and east of LA 44) and eventually connects to Bayou Conway further to the southeast.  The 

perimeter drains on the west and east ends of the tract also connect onsite wetlands to tributary drains 

connected to Boyle Bayou.  The mapped wetland BLH and pasture areas on the tract have one or more 

primary indicators present including saturation in the upper 12 inches and water marks or water-stained 

leaves.  The mapped non-wetland BLH and pasture areas on the tract (including an area of BLH previously 

mapped as wetland BLH by Mr. Sanders in 2002) lack adequate primary and secondary hydrology 

indicators.  Some of the non-wetland BLH areas at or above 8 ft. elevation and all of the non-wetland 

pasture areas also lack adequate hydric soil criteria.  Mr. Sanders’ 2002 delineation was conducted one year 

after the 2001 timber harvest, during the non-growing season (January 2002), and after recent rainfall.  The 

hydrology conditions of the site were likely dramatically impacted by both the removal of large timber 

onsite (reduced water uptake, evapotranspiration rates, etc.) and rutting associated with skid trails, log 

roads, etc.  My suspicion is that hydrology conditions have returned to near-normal post-Mississippi River 

levee construction conditions for the forested portions of the tract; hence the difference in the hydrology 

observations and net area delineated as wetlands/non-wetland in the 2002 versus the 2013 delineations.   

4.0 Wetland and Other Waters of the U.S. Findings 

The Wetlands/Other Waters of the U.S. Map depict the findings of DRM’s wetland delineation for this 

property.  The historical wetland maps and prior JD (2002) for the tract are contained in Appendix A and 

B.  Thus, it is DRM’s opinion that the 33.61 acre tract contains 12.7 acres of potential wetland area (10.8 

acres of BLH wetlands and 1.9 acres of pasture wetlands).  In addition, 0.3 acres of Other Waters of the 

U.S. likely subject to USACE jurisdiction exist in the drain bisecting the southwest portion of the tract.   
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The jurisdictional status of the former wetlands and wetlands mapped by DRM in this report can only be 

determined by the USACE.  A JD for the property will clarify the jurisdictional status of the mapped areas.  

It is DRM’s recommendation that prior to any development or additional construction that may result in the 

redistribution of soil or placement of fill, the enclosed draft wetland map and this opinion should be 

forwarded to the USACE for formal verification.  The opinion contained herein may not necessarily reflect 

that of the USACE, nor does it relieve the proponent of any legal obligations to have the results verified by 

the USACE, and obtain a Department of the Army permit prior to performing any dredging, filling and/or 

construction operations in Other Waters, including wetlands.  
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2002 WETLAND DELINEATION REPORT 
& DATA FORMS 















































 

  

APPENDIX B 
 

2002 JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION 
(FEBRUARY 2002) 









 

  

APPENDIX C 
 

2013 DATA FORM 
& PHOTOGRAPHS 









Photo 2.  View of S of wetland depression in north central portion of tract.Photo 1.  View of NE corner of tract at LA 44 (live oak in background)



Photo 4.  View S of drain along W edge of tract.Photo 3.  View SE of drain bisecting SW portion of tract.



Photo 6.  View NNE of vegetation at plot DRM 1.Photo 5.  View of soil profile at plot DRM 1.
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