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1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 Background 

 
Duplantis Design Group, P.C. (DDGPC) has been contracted by the Ascension Parish 
Economic Development Corporation to conduct a preliminary rail feasibility study which 
will explore possible routes for a new rail spur that could provide access to the Pointe 
Sunshine Deep Water Port Site in Ascension 
Parish, Louisiana, as shown in Figure 1.1 (see 
Appendix A Figure A-1 for site vicinity map). 
Specifically, the feasibility of three possible 
routes from an existing spur to the Pointe 
Sunshine site was considered. Route 1 would 
begin south of LA 70, cross under the Sunshine 
Bridge and enter the site from the southeast. 
Route 2 and Route 3 would begin north of LA 
70, cross LA 3120 and enter the site from the 
south. Routes 2 and 3 differ only in the path of 
the route; the start and end points are the same 
(see Appendix A Figure A-3).  
 
In order to foster economic development and 
growth in Ascension Parish, Louisiana, the 
Ascension Economic Development Corporation (Ascension EDC) has previously 
completed the certification of the Pointe Sunshine site as a “Certified Deep Water Port 
Site.” This certification gives industries the ability to fast track projects on this site. This 
rail feasibility study is being conducted in the event that a prospective industry would 
require railroad access to the site. 
 

1.2 Purpose of the Study 
 

The purpose of the study is to preliminarily determine the physical, operational, and 
financial feasibility of a rail spur that would service any new industry that would be 
located on the Pointe Sunshine Site. Railroad access can provide an alternative shipping 
option for finished products and provide a secondary access point for receiving materials 
or supplies that could be significantly cheaper than utilizing the river port. 

 
1.3 Scope of Work 
  

The scope of work for this feasibility study includes the following: 

              Figure 1.1  
         Pointe Sunshine 
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A. The exploration of different routes from an existing rail line to the Pointe Sunshine 

Site  
B. The evaluation of the advantages and disadvantages of each route including but not 

limited to: 
a. Cost 
b. Potential environmental impact 
c. Required land acquisition 
d. Length of approval process 
e. Louisiana Department of Transportation  and Development (LADOTD) 

concerns 
C. Final estimated cost of each evaluated route  

 
2.0 Methodology 

 
2.1 Approach 

 
In considering the locations of the new railroad spur, DDGPC collected and reviewed 
information on existing rail spurs, state highways, and local roads. Information was 
obtained from the LADOTD, the U.S. Army Core of Engineers (USACE), and the local 
Levee Board to asses permitting requirements and restrictions in the area. Existing local 
industry, local real-estate professionals, and local land developers were contacted in order 
to obtain an understanding of the challenges and the costs associated with obtaining and 
developing land in this region. DDGPC also relied on its extensive knowledge of the 
Pointe Sunshine area obtained from previous studies performed for the property owners 
and other development projects done in the Donaldsonville area. 
 
Potential railroad spur routes were defined and general construction costs including rail 
installation, land acquisition, roadway crossings, and waterway crossings were estimated 
for each. Potential issues were then reviewed and the routes were then ranked according 
to the merits of each. 
 

3.0 Overview of Route Selection Criteria Key Issues 
 
In order to choose, examine, and evaluate possible railroad spur routes, DDGPC first 
identified the key issues that could possibly impact the development and construction of a 
railroad spur. The key issues can be divided into two categories; possible permitting 
issues and cost. 
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3.1 Permitting issues 
 

There are multiple factors that may require permitting, which will increase the overall 
time of construction and feasibility of the railroad spur. Each of these issues was 
considered in the selection of the proposed routes. This section is not meant to represent a 
complete list of permitting requirements; rather, it is included as a list of selection criteria 
used to evaluate feasibility of routes based on the time constraints that these permits 
would cause.  Actual requirements for all permits should be included in the design phase 
of such a project and is not included in the scope of work for this report.  
 

3.1.1  Levees 
 

The Pointe Sunshine site is bounded on three sides by the Mississippi River and its 
levees. These levees are governed by the USACE and require special permits when 
constructing a project near their vicinity. Any project within 1500 feet of the levee 
requires a permit from the Lafourche Basin Levee District and will require a letter of no 
objection from the USACE. See Appendix B for information on how to obtain a permit 
from the Lafourche Basin Levee District. Routes that minimized construction in these 
levee zones were considered desirable.  
 
Contact for the Lafourche Basin Levee District is: 
 
Randy Trosclair 
Administrative Manager 
P.O. Box 670 
Vacherie, LA 70090 
225-265-7545 Phone 
225-265-7648 Fax 
randytros@eatel.net 

  
3.1.2 Wetlands 

 
A Wetlands Determination has been completed as part of the certification of the Pointe 
Sunshine site, and no wetlands were found within the boundary of the property. However, 
the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) map for this area indicates areas of potential 
wetlands habitat (see Appendix A Figure A-2). NWI maps are prepared by the U.S. 
Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service and are based on stereoscopic analysis 
of aerial photographs. These areas indicated on the NWI maps are areas that can 
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potentially contain wetlands, but actual field testing and verification will be required to 
confirm whether wetlands are present within the site. 
 
Several areas of potential wetlands are present in the general vicinity of the railroad spur 
routes. A Wetlands Determination would need to be completed for the construction area, 
and if wetlands are confirmed, a wetlands delineation would need to be submitted to the 
USACE for a Jurisdictional Determination. After the delineation is approved by the 
USACE, a Wetland Permit would need to be obtained. The entire process from 
determination through permitting takes approximately 18-30 months, depending on the 
number of permits being processed at the time of application. Cost of permits and 
mitigation would depend on the quality and size of wetlands disturbed by the 
construction process. 
 
If wetlands are found, mitigation of the disturbed wetland area would be required. 
Mitigation of the wetlands can be accomplished by either developing wetlands on a 
separate piece of property or by banking (purchasing) mitigation credits. 
 
Spur routes that pass through wetland areas will add significant time to the permitting 
process and were considered less desirable than alternative routes. 
 
Contact for the New Orleans Office of the USACE is: 
 
Mr. Rob Heffner, CEMVN-OD-SS 
Regulatory Branch 
New Orleans, LA 
504-862-2270 
Rob.heffner@us.army.mil 
 
Information on Wetlands Determinations, Permits, and Forms can be found at: 
 
http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/ops/regulatory/forms.htm 
 

3.1.3 Road Crossings 
 
There are several roads, both state routes and local roads, in the vicinity of the Pointe 
Sunshine site. Due to the increasing safety concerns and standards for road/railroad 
crossings, there is a national call to reduce the number of crossings. For every 
road/railroad crossing created by a new spur, the LADOTD will request that Ascension 
Parish close 1-2 existing crossings to keep the net number of crossings the same or less 
than the number of crossings that existed prior to the new spur. 
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The Sunshine Bridge is one of only two bridges that cross the Mississippi river between 
Baton Rouge, LA and New Orleans, LA. As such, Highway LA 70, which runs over the 

Sunshine Bridge, is a major artery for the 
entire region. To the south of the Pointe 
Sunshine site, LA 70 is a 4 lane highway 
and carries high volumes of traffic. 
Currently there are two railroad crossings 
that cross LA 70 within one mile of each 
other: one from the UP main line and one 
from an existing spur that services several 
industries in this area. When choosing 
routes for the Pointe Sunshine site, 
DDGPC looked for routes that would not 
cross LA 70 for a third time. 

 
The prospective industry will be responsible for all installation, maintenance, and liability 
of each road/railroad crossing on a new spur. Due to these considerations, minimizing the 
number of road/railroad crossings was considered an important criteria for the spur route 
selection. 
 
Permitting for these crossings will begin with LADOTD in the preliminary stage of the 
design process and may require additional studies, such as traffic counts for the affected 
roadway. Permitting for a road/railroad crossing will take 6 to 12 months, depending on 
the number of permits being reviewed by LADOTD at the time of submittal. See 
Appendix B for a copy of LADOTD Rules and Regulations Governing the Construction 
of Railroad Grade Crossing on State Highways and a copy of the LADOTD right-of-way 
permit.  
 
The contact for the LADOTD is: 
 
William Shrewsberry 
Highway/Rail Safety Engineer 
1201 Capitol Access Road, Room 501B 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
225-379-1543 Phone 
225-379-1501 Fax 
WilliamShrewsberry@dotd.la.gov 

  

                      Figure 3.1.3 
Sunshine Bridge Ascension Parish, LA 
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3.1.4 Union Pacific 
 

All three proposed spur routes originate from an existing spur that is owned and operated 
by Terra Industries. That spur extends from the main rail, which is owned by the Union 
Pacific (UP) railroad. All spurs from UP track are required to conform to their design 
criteria. Some of these criteria include minimum curve radii, vertical clearance, and 
minimum tangent lengths.  
 
DDGPC used these criteria as a guide for the initial layout of the proposed spur locations. 
These criteria will become the basis for future design of the spur, which, when 
completed, will need to be approved by UP. 
 
Contact for the Union Pacific Railroad is: 
 
John Owens 
Regional Manager 
24125 Aldine-Westfield Road 
Spring, TX 77373 
281-350-7302 Phone 
402-233-3164 Fax 

 
3.2 Cost 
 

There are several issues that will affect the cost of the proposed spur. DDGPC used the 
following criteria in estimating the construction costs of each proposed spur. 
 

3.2.1 Rail 
 

The rail spur construction estimate is based on cost of lime stabilization, subbase, base 
material, ballast, and rail. This price does not include clearing of the land or the 
acquisition of the land. These issues will be discussed as separate items in this report. 
Based on conversations with UP, rail cost is estimated presently at approximately $200 
per linear foot (Lft). 

 
3.2.2 Land Acquisition 
 

The land surrounding the Ponte Sunshine site is used for various purposes, such as 
agricultural, residential, industrial, and commercial. In addition, there is property that has 
remained undeveloped (see Appendix A Figure A-7 for a current zoning map of the area).  
The cost of land acquisition is based directly on the use of the land and its location. Prices 
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of recent sales in this area have varied from $15,000 per acre for undeveloped land to 
$150,000 per acre for prime commercial property with frontage access on highway LA 
70.  
 
In order to minimize cost, DDGPC avoided high-priced real estate as much as possible in 
choosing the proposed spur locations. For the purpose of this study and the range of 
property affected, DDGPC used the following criteria when estimating land acquisition 
costs: 
 
A. Undeveloped land $15,000 per acre 
B. Agricultural land $25,000 per acre 
C. Commercial property (with no road frontage) $100,000 per acre 

 
3.2.3 Road Crossings 

 
Road/railroad crossings not only pose a permitting issue, they also increase costs. The 
prospective industry will be responsible for the costs of the installation of safety features 
at all road/railroad crossings. Road/railroad crossings are estimated at $200,000 per 
crossing. 
 

3.2.4 Canal Crossings 
 

There are multiple water features crossing this area. These features range from irrigation 
ditches to drainage canals, and they eventually form Bayou Verret, which runs south 
away from the area. The smaller features in the area can be bridged with pipe, but 
crossing any major canal or bayou will require the addition of a bridge or box structure. 
Crossings were estimated at $5,000 per Lft of structure. 

 
3.2.5 Land Clearing 
 

Clearing and grubbing of existing land to prepare for the construction of rail was 
estimated at $12,500 per mile of track, based on a 50 foot right-of-way. 
 

3.2.6 Utilities 
 
Further investigation and coordination will be required to determine the impact on 
existing utilities and to what extent the existing utility lines will need to be relocated. 
Factors such as depth of soil treatment or soil undercutting at the point of utility 
crossings, depth of existing utility lines, and coordination with local utilities are beyond 
the scope of this project and should be included in the preliminary rail spur design stage. 
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However, it was assumed for the purpose of this study that each route would require 
some relocation of utility lines, so an estimate of $50,000 was included for each route 
(see Appendix A Figure A-8 for map of existing utilities). 

 
3.2.6 Costs Not Included in the Estimate 
 

As of 2009, federal law will require all hazardous materials delivered by rail to be 
dropped in a secure location. This law will require a fenced secure area at the point where 
the load is dropped and at the point where the loads are stored on site. Due to the fact that 
this requirement is only for hazardous materials and may not apply to all prospective 
industry, this cost has not been included in the estimates. 
 
Rail maintenance will be required for all installed rail spurs; however, these costs are 
based on number, frequency and weight of cars utilizing the spur. These conditions will 
vary greatly with different types of industry, so they have not been included in this 
estimate. In addition, shared cost of maintenance will be required with Terra Industries 
for the portion of track from the mainline to the new spur location and with Faustina for 
the shared portion of the proposed new spur. These shared maintenance costs will be 
based on the same criteria listed above and have not been included in this estimate. 
 
This study looked specifically at feasibility of rail spur routes. As such, this study only 
estimated cost associated with the procurement and construction of the proposed spur. No 
attempt was made to estimate actual freight costs or UP requirements for the shipping of 
freight. These costs will be directly related to the size and type of freight and are beyond 
the scope of this report. 

 
4.0 Route Evaluation 
 
4.1 Assumptions 
 

For all lengths of track, the right-of-way required was assumed to be 50 feet, 25 feet 
either side of the track centerline. After review of the design standards and conversations 
with UP, it was determined that UP has no right-of-way requirement for private spurs; 
however, they do have a minimum clearance requirement of 9 feet either side of the track 
centerline. The additional right-of way would act as a safety zone between private 
property and the rail spur. 
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4.2 Route 1 
 

Route 1 would begin south of highway LA 70 and follow Bayou Verret east toward the 
Mississippi River, where it would curve north under the Sunshine Bridge, skirt several 
residential communities and then connect to the south side of the Pointe Sunshine 
property (see Appendix A Figure A-4).  

 
4.2.1 Benefits 
 

Bringing the new spur under the bridge would have less effect on traffic than crossing a 
major State Highway such as LA 3120 or LA 70. The LADOTD will consider traffic 
impact when reviewing applications, and this alternative would not affect the major roads 
in this area. Figure 4.2.1 shows the section of bridge that the rail would pass through. 
This section is approximately 40 feet high and 60 feet wide. UP only requires 23 feet 
from top of track to nearest overhead 
obstruction and only 9 feet from centerline of 
track to nearest obstruction for vertical 
clearance.  
 
As noted in Figure A-4, the first portion of this 
spur is currently under development by 
Faustina Hydrogen Products, a subsidiary of 
TransCarbon. This portion of the spur could be 
a shared-cost endeavor, depending on the 
coordination and timing of the perspective 
industry. Stephen Goff, a representative of 
TransCarbon, stated that they are always looking for cost sharing, but they may be 
limited on their ability to accommodate a spur extension (as discussed in section 4.2.2). 
 
Contact for Faustina Hydrogen Products is: 
 
Stephen Goff 
Louisiana Operations Manager 
8752 Quarters Lake Road 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
225-922-7782 Phone 
scgoff@gmail.com 

 

                      Figure 4.2.1 
 Sunshine Bridge Section for Route 1
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4.2.2 Drawbacks 
 
At the time of this report, the spur is currently being designed, and the final layout has 
not been set. Due to some limiting factors, Faustina may not be able to make design 
changes in order to accommodate a new alignment that may be needed to extend the new 
spur under the bridge. If the future spur layout proves incompatible with the design 
requirements of this route, it may become a non-viable option. However, for the purpose 
of this report, the option is still considered. 
 
Although this route would minimize traffic impact, it would require two road/railroad 
crossings, one on the access road from LA 18 to LA 70 and one on Lemanville Cutoff 
road (as shown in Figure A-4), increasing liability and cost. 
 
This route will pass through a small area indicated on the NWI maps as an area of 
possible wetlands. 
 
The crossing of Bayou Verret would be the widest at this point. Figure 4.2.2 shows the 
point where the spur would cross and this area is approximately 30 feet wide. This would 

require a longer span for a structure 
increasing the cost. 

 
Crossing under the bridge will bring the 
spur into the Levee protected zone, which 
will require additional permits as 
discussed above.  

 
In discussions with LADOTD, William 
Temple, Chief Engineer, stated that they 
would be willing to consider the idea of 
crossing under the Sunshine Bridge, but 

they would need time to review a proposal and may require additional information. 
Additional information could possibly include soil stability study, impact studies on the 
existing bridge piers, and design of crash barriers to protect existing bridge piers. These 
additional studies could increase the time and cost of this option. 

 
4.2.3 Cost 
 

The cost associated with Route 1 was broken into two parts: the possible cost-shared 
portion and the non cost-shared portion. 
 

                      Figure 4.2.2 
    Bayou Verret Crossing of Route 1 
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The possible cost shared portion of the spur travels approximately 10600 Lft (2.01 miles) 
across agricultural land and crosses Bayou Verret, approximately 30 Lft of water 
crossing. Assuming the 50 foot right-of-way, previously discussed in section 4.1, the area 
of land covered is approximately 12.17 acres. Using the costs set forth in section 3.2, the 
calculations for the estimated total cost of this portion of track are listed in Table 4.2.1. 
 

cost/unit units Cost
Rail $200/Lft 10600 $2,120,000.00
Undeveloped Land $15,000/acre 0 $0.00
Agricultural Land $25,000/acre 12.17 $304,250.00
Commercial Land $100,000/acre 0 $0.00
Land Clearing $12,500/mile 2.01 $25,125.00
Road Crossing $200,000/each 0 $0.00
Bridge Structure $5,000/Lft 30 $150,000.00

Subtotal= $2,599,375.00
15% Contingency = $389,906.25

Total = $2,989,281.25  
Table 4.2.1 

Cost of Possible Shared Portion of Route 1 
 
Since this is a possible cost-shared portion of track, the cost to the prospective industry, 
assuming a 50/50 split of the cost, would be $1,494,640.63.  
 
The remainder of the spur runs approximately 10990 Lft (2.08 miles) through agricultural 
land and crosses the LA 70 access road as well as Lemanville Cutoff Road. 
Approximately 12.61 acres of land would need to be acquired for this portion. Using the 
established criteria, the calculations for the cost for this portion are listed in table 4.2.2. 
 

cost/unit units Cost
Rail $200/Lft 10990 $2,198,000.00
Undeveloped Land $15,000/acre 0 $0.00
Agricultural Land $25,000/acre 12.61 $315,250.00
Commercial Land $100,000/acre 0 $0.00
Land Clearing $12,500/mile 2.08 $26,000.00
Road Crossing $200,000/each 2 $400,000.00
Bridge Structure $5,000/Lft 0 $0.00
Utility Reloction $50,000/each 1 $50,000.00

Subtotal= $2,989,250.00
15% Contingency = $448,387.50

Total = $3,437,637.50  
Table 4.2.2 

Cost of Unshared Portion of Route 1 
 
Total estimated cost for the construction, both shared (assuming a 50/50 split of cost) and 
unshared portions of Route 1, is $4,932,278. 
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4.3 Route 2 
 

Route 2 would begin at the existing Terra spur north of the highway LA 70 and continue 
to the east, paralleling LA 70 cutting between existing buildings and passing the 
Ascension Parish Jail to the south before turning north, crossing Lemanville Road, and 
heading into the Pointe Sunshine site (see Appendix A Figure A-5). 

 
4.3.1 Benefits 

This route would minimize the number of properties passed through and prevent the 
bisection of properties by utilizing the existing edges of each lot. This would make 
negotiations for land acquisition less difficult. This route would cross only eight property 
owners before connecting to the Pointe Sunshine site.  
 
This route would bypass the undeveloped tracts of land that have been identified on the 
NWI map (see Figure A-2) as possible wetlands areas.  

 
4.3.2 Drawbacks 
 

In order to get around the possible wetland area, this route will have to cross 
approximately 2430 Lft of the more 
desirable commercial lots and will increase 
the cost of this option. 
 
This route will have two road/railroad 
crossings: it will cross highway LA 3120 
and will cross Lemanville Cutoff Road as 
shown in Figure A-5. 
 
The crossing of Bayou Verret would be 
approximately 25 feet wide at this point. 
Figure 4.3.2 shows an existing bridge just 
north of the point where the spur would 
cross the Bayou for this option. This crossing is slightly shorter then Route 1 but will still 
represent additional costs for this option. 

 
4.3.3 Cost 
 

Route 2 runs approximately 14330 Lft (2.71 Miles) total with approximately 2430 Lft 
(0.46 miles) running through commercial lots and the remainder runs through agricultural 
land. There are two road crossings and one major water crossing (approximately 25 Lft of 

                      Figure 4.3.2 
    Bridge over Bayou Verret Route 2 
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bridge structure). Given the previously established pricing, the calculations for the total 
estimated price for Route 2 are listed in Table 4.3. 
 

cost/unit units Cost
Rail $200/Lft 14330 $2,866,000.00
Undeveloped Land $15,000/acre 0 $0.00
Agricultural Land $25,000/acre 13.66 $341,500.00
Commercial Land $100,000/acre 2.79 $279,000.00
Land Clearing $12,500/mile 2.71 $33,875.00
Road Crossing $200,000/each 2 $400,000.00
Bridge Structure $5,000/Lft 25 $125,000.00
Utility Relocation $50,000/each 1 $50,000.00

Total= $4,095,375.00
15% Contingency = $614,306.25

Total = $4,709,681.25  
Table 4.3 

Cost of Route 2 
 
Total estimated cost for the construction of Route 2 is $4,709,681. 

 
4.4 Route 3 
 

Route 3 would begin at the existing Terra spur north of the highway LA 70 and continue 
to the east in a straight line, paralleling Lemanville Cutoff Road and then cutting across 
an undeveloped area before turning north and heading into the Pointe Sunshine site (see 
Appendix A Figure A-6). 

 
4.4.1 Benefits 
 

This route would be the shortest route, reducing the cost of rail construction, land 
clearing, and land acquisition. The land it 
passes through is the least expensive of all 
options. 

 
Route 3 is the only route that will have 
only one road/railroad crossing. This 
option will not only save construction 
dollars but will also reduce future 
maintenance cost and will reduce the 
liability risk associated with multiple 
crossings. Further, by reducing the 
number of crossings, you will reduce the 

public opposition to the new spur. 
 

                         Figure 4.4.1 
           Typical Drainage Canal in Agricultural Areas 
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This route is the farthest north and will cross the site before Bayou Verret is formed. 
Route 3 will pass through drainage canals that run through the agricultural properties, as 
shown in figure 4.4.1, but these canals are small enough to be bridged with pipe culverts, 
decreasing the cost significantly. 

 
4.4.2 Drawbacks 
 

Due to the layout of lots in the undeveloped land area, 
property will need to be acquired from approximately 
22 different land owners. Figure 4.4.2 shows the 
undeveloped area in yellow, the proposed Route 3 in 
black, and the Pointe Sunshine property line in blue. 
Each yellow strip in this area represents an individual 
land owner. Some of these properties would also need 
to be bisected, leaving the owners with property on 
both sides of the proposed spur or extra land that would 
need to be purchased to prevent this division of 
property. For the purpose of this study, it was assumed 
that the properties would be bisected and the extra land 
would not be acquired. 
 
This route runs through an area indicated on the NWI map as an area of possible 
wetlands. 

 
4.4.3 Cost 
 

Route 3 runs approximately 13220 Lft (2.50 Miles) total, with approximately 2500 Lft 
(0.47 miles) running through undeveloped property and the remainder runs through 
agricultural land. There is only one road crossing for this option. Given the previously 
established pricing, the calculations for the total estimated price for Route 3 are listed in 
Table 4.4. 

 
 

         Figure 4.4.2 
              Property lines for Route 3 



Pointe Sunshine Rail Spur Feasibility Study 
 

    16 
 

cost/unit units Cost
Rail $200/Lft 13220 $2,644,000.00
Undeveloped Land $15,000/acre 2.87 $43,050.00
Agricultural Land $25,000/acre 12.3 $307,500.00
Commercial Land $100,000/acre 0 $0.00
Land Clearing $12,500/mile 2.50 $31,250.00
Road Crossing $200,000/each 1 $200,000.00
Bridge Structure $5,000/Lft 0 $0.00
Utility Relocation $50,000/each 1 $50,000.00

Total= $3,275,800.00
15% Contingency = $491,370.00

Total = $3,767,170.00  
Table 4.4 

Cost of Route 3 
 
Total estimated cost for the construction of Route 3 is $3,767,170. 

 
5.0 Conclusions 

 
After review of the available information, merits, and price estimates, DDGPC ranked the 
proposed routes from least attractive to most attractive as follows: 

  
# of Road Possible
Crossings Wetlands

Route 1 $4,932,278 2 Y

Longest route. Bayou crossing. Faustina has not 
finalized plans for the shared portion. Possible 
difficulties with permitting including LADOTD, 
USACE, and Levee board.

Route 2 $4,709,681 2 N Costly land acquisition. Bayou crossing
Route 3 $3,767,170 1 Y Excessive number of property owners.

Option Cost Issues

 Table 5.0 
Ranked Options 

  
 Route 1  

 
Route 1 was determined to be the least attractive of the possibilities for this proposed 
spur. On the surface, the cost sharing endeavor with Faustina looked promising, but after 
analyzing costs, the extra length needed for this route to reach the Pointe Sunshine site 
proved to be the most costly alternative. 
 
Not only would this option be the most expensive one to construct and maintain, it also 
provides the most design and permitting challenges. Several major studies would need to 
be performed for the Levee Board and the LADOTD. Further, the final design of the 
Faustina spur may not be able to accommodate the extension to the Pointe Sunshine site. 
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 Route 2 

 
Although Route 2 is estimated to be less expensive than Route 1, it is still considerably 
more expensive than the next alternative. The expensive property, extra road crossing, 
and bridge structure would add additional costs to this option. 
 
The advantage of passing through fewer properties is not significant enough to outweigh 
the additional costs that this route would incur.   
 
Route 3 
 
Overall, the best option for the proposed spur is Route 3. According to our estimates, this 
option would be 20% less expensive than Route 2 and 24% less expensive than Route 1. 
Maintenance costs would also be reduced due to the fact that this is the shortest route. 
 
The possible wetlands area will need further study to determine if wetlands are present, 
and if so, the quality of those wetlands will need to be determined. It is unlikely that the 
cost of mitigation for the small area that would be disturbed (only 2.87 acres) would raise 
the costs of Route 3 to that of Route 2 (a difference of approximately $973,000). Even if 
the costs of Route 3 and Route 2 were equal, Route 3 would still be the best choice due to 
the single road crossing. 

 
6.0 Recommendations 
 

If and when it is determined that rail is required for this site, DDGPC recommends the 
following: 
 
• A wetlands determination and delineation should be completed at the very beginning 

of the design process due to the long permitting process as discussed in section 3.1.2. 
• An extensive survey should be completed along the selected route to determine the 

optimum layout for the final design. 
• Coordination should begin with LADOTD immediately to begin the permitting 

process. 
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