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INTRODUCTION

A wetlands investigation was conducted for an approximately 259 acre tract of land (herein called the
“Site”) located on the east side of Highway 183 between Highway 80 and Interstate 20 in Richland
Parish, Louisiana (Exhibits 1 and 2). The purpose of the investigation was to identify and delineate any
wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S. The investigator was Mr. Bill McAbee with McAbee Wetland
Services, and the Site was investigated on March 28, 2013. Methodology of the investigation followed
guidelines set forth in the 1987 COE Wetland Delineation Manual and the Regional Supplement Manual
for the Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region (Version 2.0).

BACKGROUND
Site Conditions

The Site was actively farmed and was improved with a well and a rotating irrigation system (Exhibit 3).
At the time of the site visit the fields had been rowed and planted in corn with some mature winter wheat
along the western quarter of the Site (Exhibits 4 and 5). The property has been actively farmed since at
least 1987 according to USDA Soil Conservation Service records.

There were no flume ditches or other storm water conveyances noted on the Site, however there were
drainage ditches located adjacent to south and northwest of the Site that aided in effectively draining the
Site. Big Creek was located a few hundred yards to the east. According to the farmer, substantially
leveling and drainage improvements have been completed, and there was not any evidence of ponding
from storm events or backwater flooding.

There was not any vegetation other than the winter wheat. Based on adjacent lands the dominant habitat
would have historically been bottomland hardwoods. Soil pits completed in possible wetland areas
revealed non hydric soils, predominantly yellowish brown loamy soils with little or no mottling. Positive
hydrological indicators such as oxidized root channels or saturated soils were not present.

Reference Information

The USDA Soil Conservation Service office for Richland Parish was contacted to acquire any
information regarding prior converted or farmed wetland determination conducted for the Site. In
February 1988, a SCS-CPA-026 form was completed for this property and determined that all of the
croplands were Prior Converted (PC) farmlands and all of the forested lands were determined wetlands
(Appendix A). The report stated this designation was made from the office and based on the Soil Survey
showing at least some hydric soils at the Site.

The Richland Parish Soil Survey indicates that the soils on the site are predominantly Gigger and Gilbert
Silt Loam and Dexter silt loam (Appendix B). Gigger (gg) and Dexter (De) are considered well drained,
Gilbert (gk and gm) are considered poorly drained.

Color infrared photography (CIR) dating from 1998 and 2004 (Appendix C) and seven years of aerial
photography dating between 1998 and 2012 were collected and reviewed (Appendix D). These resources
were used to help identify recurring hydrological signatures and helped the investigator determine where
in the crop field to complete soil pits.



The USFWS provides a resource for identifying known wetlands; this service is called the National
Wetland Inventory (NWI). Data from NWI database was collected and reviewed for the Site (Appendix
E). These maps do not contribute to the wetland determination of cropland but do offer opinions on
adjacent vegetated habitats.

Floodplain maps from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for the 100-year flood area
were collected and reviewed (Appendix F). These maps were revised in 2009 and will become effective
in September 2013. While floodplain maps do not include any consideration as to wetland status when
being developed, they do often resemble wetland boundaries in areas where surface flooding is the
primary hydrological force. They are most useful as a cross reference on larger projects, rather than a
delineation tool, to see if any notable difference appears between predicted wetland boundaries and the
100-year floodplain boundaries.

Lidar data developed in 2008 was gathered for the site and evaluated in 2-foot contour lines as well as in
1-foot color imaging (Appendix G). This data is valuable for delineating wetland boundaries that can be
based on elevations as verified through on-site investigations.

FINDINGS

It should be noted that boundary of the Site which was investigated in this report, was based on
preliminary wetland determinations made for a larger tract, then reduced to avoid and/or minimize any
wetland or Other Water impacts. Since this was an active farm tract, most of the soil pit locations
completed in the field were determined by referencing the CIR and historical aerial photography to
identify possible reoccurring wet signatures. While there appear to be a few marginal hydrological
indicators on the 2004 CIR photography, this was not confirmed through the field investigations. There
were no “wet looking™ areas noted and sampled during the site visit.

Based on a site reconnaissance and a review of all the above referenced materials, there were no wetlands
or Other Waters of the U.S. identified on the Site.

I hope this helps you with your decision making process. If you have any additional questions please
contact me any time.

Wilee £ il fe

William C. “Bill” McAbee
McAbee Wetland Services
655 Meadowbrook Road
Jackson, MS 39206
wmcabee@mbakercorp.com
601.842.8938
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APPENDIX C

2004 COLOR INFRARED PHOTOGRAPHY






APPENDIX D

USFWS NATIONAL WETLAND MAPPING
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User Remarks:
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This map is for general reference only. The US Fish and Wildlife Service is not

i for the y or curr of the base data shown on this map. All
wetlands related data should be used in accordance with the layer metadata found on
the Wetlands Mapper web site.




APPENDIX E

FEMA 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN MAPS
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TENE A: 190 TEAL FLOOD ANEAS
WO BASR FLOUHD ELEVATION
BOCRCE, FRMIA, FLOGD BETRANCE MAR BCHLAND BARKSH, 1998

: ZIME A: 180 FEAR FLOOD ANRAR
. HOBARE FLOCD BLEVAYSON DETEXMWINED.
BOUIRCE, FHEA, FLEACD BESTRANCE ETOTFY, RICHLAND BULSH, 7508, FROMRCTED BFFBCTIVE, BEFL 2013
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LIDAR DATA









