Exhibit N, Petty South, Wetlands and

Other Waters Findings Report
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

VICKSBURG DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
4155 CLAY STREET

VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPP| 39183-3435
REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

April 7, 2015
Operations Division

SUBJECT: Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination — Louisiana Economic
Development, Petty 160 Farm Site, Ouachita Parish, Louisiana

Mr. Bill McAbee

McAbee Wetland Services
655 Meadowbrook Road
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Mr. McAbee:

| refer to your letter requesting a jurisdictional determination for the subject property
located in section 31, T18N-R5E, Ouachita Parish, Louisiana.

Based upon the information provided, we concur with your assessment that there
appears to be jurisdictional waters of the United States located on the site subject to
regulation pursuant to Section 404 of the Glean Water Act. The approximate extent of
jurisdictional waters of the United States within the boundary of the property described
in your letter is depicted on the enclosed preliminary map (enclosure 1). Any work
involving the discharge of dredged or fill material (land clearing, ditching, filling,
leveeing, etc.) within the limits of the jurisdictional areas identified will require a
Department of the Army Section 404 permit prior to beginning work. For your
information, | have included a copy of an appeals form (enclosure 2).

This determination/delineation has been conducted to identify the limits of the
Corps Clean Water Act jurisdiction for the particular site identified in this request. This
delineation/determination may not be valid for the wetland conservation provisions of
the Food Security Act of 1985, as amended. If you or your tenant are USDA program
participants, or anticipate participation in USDA programs, you should request a
certified wetland determination from the local office of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service prior to starting work.

For your convenience, an application packet may be obtained at our Regulatory
Program webpage: http://www.mvk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Requlatory.aspx. An
application for work in wetlands or other waters of the United States should be
submitted at least 90 to 120 days in advance of the proposed starting date. In order to

expedite the evaluation process, please refer to identification no. MVK-2015-106 when
submitting the application.




If we may be of any further assistance in this matter, please contact Mr. Aaron
Posner of this office, telephone (601) 631-5591, fax (601) 631-5459, or e-mail address:

Aaron.W.Posner@usace.army.mil.

Enclosures

Sincerely,

Chodd. Wlf, 7

Charles R. Allred, Jr.
Chief, Enforcement Section
Regulatory Branch
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WETLANDS AND OTHER WATERS
FINDINGS REPORT

PETTY 160
HIGHWAY 594
OUACHITA PARISH, LOUISIANA

Prepared for

Mr. Randy Denmon
Denmon Engineering
114 Venable Lane
Monroe, LA 71203

Prepared by
MCABEE WETLAND SERVICES
655 MEADOWBROOK ROAD
JACKSON, MS 39206

July 2014



INTRODUCTION

A preliminary wetlands investigation was conducted for an approximately 160-acre tract of land
(herein called the “Site) located on the west side of Highway 594 between the Kansas City
Southern Railroad and the Ouachita Parish High School, in Ouachita Parish, Louisiana (Exhibit
1). The purpose of the investigation was to determine if any wetlands and Other Waters of the
U.S. were located on the Site. If wetlands were determined then a general location map would be
provided for use in avoidance and minimization of impacts prior to the final LED site being
identified. The investigator was Mr. Bill McAbee with McAbee Wetland Services, and the Site
was investigated on July 16, 2014. Although a formal delineation was not completed,
methodology of the investigation generally followed guidelines set forth in the 1987 COE
Wetland Delineation Manual and the Regional Supplement Manual for the Atlantic and Gulf
Coastal Plain Region (Version 2.0).

BACKGROUND

Site Conditions

The property has been actively farmed since at least 1987 according to USDA Soil Conservation
Service records and as was planted in soybeans at the time of the site visit (Exhibit 2). No other
vegetation types or habitats were noted.

The Site appeared to be very level and moderately well drained. There was a shallow ditch that
ran north/south across the eastern one-third of the Site (Exhibit 3). Additionally there were
several other minor temporary ditches (1° wide x 6” deep) across parts of the Site. No other
improvements or outstanding conditions were noted.

Vegetation: The site was planted in soybeans, no other vegetation was noted.

Soils: The dominant soils on the Site were Herbert silt loam and Rilla silt loam. Soils were not
confirmed but appeared to be very similar to the Rilla soils. These are well drained to
moderately drained soils.

Soil pits were completed in areas within the fields that showed recurring “wet” signatures on
historical color infrared and other aerial photography, as well in areas that were suspect of being
wet as determined during the site visit. There were three general areas of concern based on the
wet signatures; these were the northeast quadrant, the south central quadrant, and the northwest
quadrant (Exhibit 4).

Hydrology: At the time of the site visit, the general area had received approximately 0.13 inch
of rain on the day before and about 0.20 for the month of July. Conditions on the Site were dry
and only the lowest and wettest areas had moist soils within 16” of the surface. As expected in a
historical crop field, the limiting factor was hydrology due to land manipulation and improved
drainage. However, hydric soils and positive hydrological indicators were found in all three of
the suspect areas and an obvious lack of vegetation due to prolonged inundation was noted in all
three areas (Exhibit 5, 6 and 7).



Reference Information

The USDA Soil Conservation Service office for Ouachita Parish was contacted to acquire any

information regarding prior converted or farmed wetland determination conducted for the Site.

In November 1988, a SCS-CPA-026 form was completed for this property and determined that
no prior converted (PC) or farmed wetlands (FW) were identified on the site (Appendix A)

The Ouachita Parish Soil Survey indicates that 69 percent of soils on the site were Herbert silt
loam, and 29 percent were Rilla silt loam (Appendix B).

Seven years of aerial photography dating between 1998 and 2013 were collected and reviewed
(Appendix C). These resources were used to help identify recurring hydrological signatures such
as saturated or inundated soils and drainage patterns.

The USFWS provides a resource for identifying known wetlands; this service is called the
National Wetland Inventory (NWI). Data from NWI database was collected and reviewed for
the Site (Appendix D). These maps do not contribute to the wetland determination of cropland
but do offer opinions on adjacent vegetated habitats.

Floodplain maps from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for the 100-year

flood area were collected and reviewed (Appendix E). The western third of the site is located in
Zone A.

FINDINGS

It should be noted that approximate boundaries of wetlands and Other Waters were determined
on the subject properties using a combination of the above-referenced resources and a limited
site visit. The site visit was conducted to “ground truth” the office results and look for any other
areas of concern not identified through the referenced data. Ground truthing a cultivated field
can be extensive and time consuming. For this preliminary determination, minimal shovel pits
were completed.in order to make a general assessment of the site conditions. For a formal
delineation, more time in the field will be required to precisely delineate any wetland boundaries.

Inundation does occur in several areas on the Site long enough during the growing season to
create wetland conditions in the soils. The three separate wet areas show up clearly on the
historical aerial photography and can be seen on the wetland map provided as Exhibit 8.

The minor drainage ditches appear to be temporal and change locations based on the crops or site
conditions. These ditches within the Site should not be considered as jurisdictional waters as
they are non-persistent and used solely for farming practices.

Based on a site reconnaissance and a review of all the above referenced materials, there were
three areas totaling approximately 6-8 acres of wetlands on this Site.



I hope this helps you with your decision making process. If you have any additional questions
please contact me any time.

Sincerely,

W, £ it

William C. “Bill” McAbee
McAbee Wetland Services
655 Meadowbrook Road
Jackson, MS 39206
wmcabee@mbakercorp.com
601.842.8938




“®DELORME DeLorme Topo USA® 7.0
f NN
i : oy
abe Y ; % E E 80
/ e + :{,3‘0 52% gb L HUENEFELD RD
. NQ E %é aL
: ‘; Mo B E
T 'l' B x - O 2
s A ke o ,;"' r\_‘\\ [\\\
LA ok 4:{/" ‘\?_\ \’RE[E_L‘P’!YST
[ it TR | \
CEE kg ol *,i A &9 \
i T Ty £
> O I T :
wododk ke dEy 4 =3
J oo oy LN 5 u Huenefeld
_‘ boat b oo g
RPN E
d 4 bk * *‘k al ak ke
R
s ,_hg,,_ [SUBJECT PROPERTY]! X
L E RN i ]
i gLk ke
:
z » a IR TR
O * - _—
' ¢

¥itaien el ‘ T —

b bt Y oa EE L LYE et @‘H‘ e A **‘.@*

’ PR I AR - PO IR e 2 R i

OTRE I PO R R S TR CRRVL SRR

R T T O R S

4 e T T R R L

7 g o Mete N Nt ittt

/ P v Rt s sl S0 AT Y

i woby B oy g ¥ kb L bk g s by 4

opafle bbbk w fld 4ok sy gy o kb wd

o RN G IR RSP U | ARUEORORE R A O T R T )

g: PR LR TR T RO *__,_g.*w.,u._u*w*/{‘:\:‘*

& "‘*—\:"*u"i‘*.* TR

D e R | A Tt T T )

AL S A TR R B R _A,g_;zﬂa-u**-.u*

: I & RN R Vi b b v du b oy by

¥ \ R g Nt g NG Ty, b oo gk k&

: | wak ak gkl T Rjsechivge Siate Wightafanggegent Alge oy, 3 & &

Data use subject to license. 5

® Delorme. DelLorme Topo USA® 7.0. 0 00 1600 2i08 390 3060
www.delorme.com MN (0.6° E) Data Zoom 13-0

EXHIBIT 1. GENERAL LOCATION MAP



EXHIBIT 2. SUBJECT PROPERTY FACING EAST, SOYBEAN FIELD
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EXHIBIT 4. SUBJECT PROPERTY , TYPICAL HYDRIC SOIL



EXHIBIT 5. SUBJECT PROPERTY FACING NORTH, NORTHWEST QUADRANT



EXHIBIT 6. SUBJECT PROPERTY FACING WEST, SOUTH CENTRAL QUADRANT



EXHIBIT 7. SUBJECT PROPERTY FACING WEST, WEST QUADRANT
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APPENDIX A

USDA SCS-CPA-026 FORM



US8.D.A. 8CS8-CPA-028 | 1. Name and Address of Person 2. Date of Request
Soll Conservation Service (1-88)

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND WETLAND /1 3. County
CONSERVATION DETERMINATION

. Name of USDA Agency or Person Requaesting Determination 6. Farm No. and Tract No.

g ] aus

SECTION | — HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND

6. Is soll survey now avallable for making a highly erodible land determination? Yes No Field No.(s) Total Acres

yr

7. Are there highly erodible soil map units on this farm?

8. List highly erodible fieids that, according to ASCS records, were usaed to produce
an agricultural commodity in any crop year during 1981-1986.

9. List highly erodible fields that have been or will be converted for the production of
agricultural commodities and, according to ASCS records, were not used for this
purpose in any crop yeer during 1981-1985; and were not enrolled in a USDA

set-aside or diversion prograr.

10. This Highly Erodible Lend determination was completed in the: Office L_‘d’Field ____l

NOTE: If you have highly erodible cropland fields, you may need toc have a conservation plan developed for these fields. For further informstion, contact the

local office of the Soil Conservation Service.

SECTION Il — WETLAND

11. Are there hydric soils on this farm? Yes No Field No.(s) Totsl Watland Acras

List field numbers and acres, where appropriate, for the following
EXEMPTED WETLANDS:

12. Wetlands (W), including abandoned wetlands, or Fermed Wetlands (FW).
Woetlands may be farmed under naturai conditions. Fermed Wetlands may
be farmed and maintsined in the same manner as they wers prior to
December 23, 1985, as long es they are not abandoned.

13. Prior Convertad Watlands (PC) - The use, management, drainage, and elteration
of prior converted weatlands (PC) are not subject to FSA uniess the area reverts
to wetland as a result of abandonment. You should inform SCS of any area to
be used to produce an agricultural commodity that has not been cropped,
managed, or maintained for'5 years or more.

14. Artificial Wetlands (AW) - Artificial Wetliands includes irrigation induced wetlands.
These Wetlands are not subject to FSA.

15. Minimal Effect Wetlands (MW) - These wetlands are to be farmed sccording to the
minimal effect agreement signed at the time the minimal effect determination
was made.

NON-EXEMPTED WETLANDS:

16. Converted Wetlands (CW) - In any year that an agricultural commodity is planted
on these Converted Wetlands, you will be ineligible for USDA benefits. If you
believe that the conversion was commanced before December 23, 1985, or that
the conversion was caused by a third party, contact tha ASCS office to request a
commenced or third party determination.

17. The planned alteration measures on wetlands in fields are considered maintenance and are in compliance
with FSA,
18. The planned alteration measures on wetlands in fields are not considered tc be maintenance and if installed

will cause the area to become a Converted Wetland (CW). See item 16 for information on CW,

19. This wetland determination was completed in the: Office | l Field l I

pe v /4
. . L] maitea [<7] . 11/
20. This determination was: Delivered Mailed To the Person on Dats: ’J '/th

NOTE: If you do not agree with this determination, you may request a reconsideration from the person that signed this form in Block 22 below. The
reconsideration is a prerequisite for any further appeal. The request for the reconsideration must be in writing and must stata your reasons for the request.
The request must be mailed or delivered within 15 days after this determination is mailed to or otherwise made available to you. Plesse see reverse side of
the producer’s copy of this form for more information on appeals procedure.

NOTE: If you intend to convert additional land to cropland or alter any wetlands,you must initiate another Form AD-1026 at the local office of ASCS.
Abandonment is where land has not been cropped, managed, or maintained for 5 years or more. You should inform SCS if you plan to produce an
agricultural commodity on abandoned wetlands.

21. Remarks

22, Signature of SCS District Conservationist | 23. Date

Assistance and programs of the Soil Conservation Service available without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age, handicap, etc.

ASCS Copy
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APPENDIX B

SOIL SURVEY MAP
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Soil Map—Ouachita Parish, Louisiana

Map Unit Legend

Ouachita Parish, Louisiana (LA073)

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI
Hb Hebert silt loam 101.2 69.0%
RIA Rilla silt loam, 0 to 1 percent 42.8 29.2%
slopes
StA Sterlington silt loam, 0 to 1 2.7 1.8%
percent slopes
Totals for Area of Interest 146.7 100.0%

USDA

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey

National Cooperative Soil Survey

7/16/2014
Page 3 of 3



APPENDIX C

HISTORICAL AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY
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APPENDIX D

USFWS NATIONAL WETLAND MAPPING
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